72                 THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI
co-operate with us or to go? Do not the Moderates keep aloof,
mainly because they distrust our ability to create a non-violent
atmosphere? Their timidity will derive nurture from the Moplah
outbreak.
What then must we do? Certainly not feel despondent. We
must go forward with greater zeal, greater hope because [of]
greater faith in our means. We must persevere in the process
of conversion of the most ignorant of our countrymen to the doc-
trine of non-violence as an indispensable means as well for re-
dressing the Khilafat wrong as for attaining swaraj.
The Moplahs are among the bravest in the land. They are
God fearing. Their bravery must be transformed into purest gold.
I feel sure, that once they realize the necessity of non-violence
for the defence of the faith for which they have hitherto taken
life, they will follow it without flinching. Here is the testimony
given to Moplah valour by the writer in the Imperial GazMeer of
India.
The one constant element is a desperate fanatkibm; sunniclcr is ui.ki.ovvn;
the martyrs are consecrated before they go out and hymned after death!
Such courage is worthy of a better treatment. The Government
dealt with it by passing years ago a special Act against them. It
has already set its machinery in motion for the present trouble.
The Moplahs will no doubt die cheerfully. I wonder, if it is pos-
sible for us to transmute their courage into the nobler courage of
non-violence. It may be impossible to achieve the miracle through
human effort. But God is noted for His miracles. Many consider,
that attainment of swaraj this year, if it is realized, must be counted
a miracle. It has got to be preceded by a miraculous conversion
of India, not excluding its bravest sons, to the doctrine of non-vio-
lence at least in its restricted scope, i.e., as an indispensable condi-
tion for securing India's freedom.
Toung India, 8-9-1921